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PREFACE. TO VOL. IL. 


EVERAL -thousand traditional tunes have been recorded in Ireland and 
published to the world. They are to be found on the shelves of antiquaries, 
in elusive books long out of print, or circulating in modern form among 

scholars, expert folklorists, and a small crowd of musical amateurs. Of these tunes 
comparatively few are familiar to civilized musicians out of Ireland. The greater 
number are dance tunes, many of which are but variants of one another and, of 
course, utterly unvocal; broadly speaking, apart from the association of the dance 
itself, they are quite unimportant as music. Of the melodies not connected with the 
dance, however, many of those already published are of the rarest beauty and 
distinction, with more variety of mood than can be found in any other folk-music 
in Europe. Unfortunately in Ireland, where an alien language has been thrust upon 
the people, under severe penalty at all times, the original Gaelic words that were 
ung to these melodies are, in the majority of cases, lost and forgotten. Even in 
the beurla, however, the old Gaelic idiom penetrated through the verse of the ballad 
writers, and here and there one may come across a song that has a few lines of a 
quaint, remote beauty not found in those that have been written under a more 
immediate foreign influence. In such a verse as this: 


‘O, I would climb a high, high tree 

And rob a wild bird's nest, 

And back I'd bring whatever I do find 

To the arms that I love best, 

—She said, 
To the arms that I love best, 
or this: 

There’s not a gown will go on my back, or a comb will go in my hair, 
And neither flame nor candle light shine in my chamber fair; 
Nor will I wed with any young man until the day i die, 
Since the lowlands of Holland are between my love and me, 


one comes in touch with the Gaelic imagination expressing itself strongly, although 
in a foreign tongue. 


But it is in Irish that the poems of real value were wedded to music, for in 
writing in Irish the ballad-writers were using a language that had served literature 
for centuries before England had escaped from the barbarism of the Middle Ages; 
and it is a thousand pities that Petrie, whose complete collection of Irish music was 
published a few years ago, was not able to obtain the words to which, even in his 
time, many of his melodies must have been sung. One unfortunate result has been 
that many very beautiful airs have been set by modern versifiers to words (in English} 
of appalling banality. Indeed, I know instances where good ballads have been rejected 


in favour of some polite sentiment about willow trees and weeping maidens; and, 
what is infinitely worse, instances of songs being “improved” without due acknow- 
ledgment of their traditional anonymity. 


Except where otherwise stated, all the songs in this volume may be considered 
traditional. As far as I could I have avoided editing these rather fragmentary 
ballads; they are, I think, far better in their crude, unpolished state than they would 
be were I to have set myself the task of finding rimes for unrimed verses, or of 
rendering some impudent thought into reputable language. Occasionally, however, 
I have thought it necessary to omit some verses of a song altogether, and this 
_ because the song had been of undue length and several of the verses superfluous. 
In ‘‘ The Fanad Grove,” for instance, I pieced two incomplete verses together and 
supplied a missing line of another, and the simple story is told in three verses 
_instead of the original five or six. This is not a volume for antiquaries and other 
experts; but to all whom it may concern I offer this explanation of what I mean by 
adapting or editing. 


There are so many tunes, and variants of tunes, to be found in collections of 
Irish music, that I have not thought it worth while to compare those in this book 
for the purpose of identification and possible relationship. They may stand as they 
are quite well, I think, without further credentials; and I might add that while all 
of these melodies have been gathered in Ireland, I do not claim that they, or their 
“traditional” words, are of necessity indigenous to Ireland. Some have very 
doubtful ancestry, and may have emanated from Scotland, or from the border, or 
from purely English sources. To-day, however, they have so far entered into the 
consciousness of the people who sing them, that I am content to let them pass as 
Irish. It has been the most notable achievement of the Irish nation that it has, 
consistently throughout ten centuries, imposed the quality of its mind upon every- 
thing that has tried to usurp its life and ‘‘educate” its feeling; and it takes a 
comparatively short space of time for an imported song to receive the impress of 
local idiom and characteristic so strongly as to deceive the unwary collector into 
believing he has alighted on some native and unfamiliar melody. The constant 
migration between England and Scotland and Ireland during the harvesting season 
accounts in a very large measure for the continuous importation and exportation of 
country ballads. In the West Country, for example, many Irish songs have taken 
root, and only recently “‘ Brennan on the Moor” was published in an English 
collection—an Irish Ballad that has been familiar in every farm kitchen from 
Dunluce to Skibbereen for generations. : 


it is the fashion among many expert musicians in England to label certain folk 
tunes as belonging to established Greek modes, such as the Dorian, for example, or 
the Phrygian; and a tune’s right to be considered of some antiquity is thereby 
decided. It may be the case that the Sussex peasant sings his bacchanalian ballads 
to some formulated ecclesiastical system of musical scales, but it has never been 
proved (although frequently insinuated) that these modes were ever sung by the 
peasantry in Ireland; and ecclesiastical Plain Song has never had sufficient vogue or 


influence to affect the daily life of the people so much that they would, even uncon- 
sciously, imitate the manner of church chants in their secular music. On the 
contrary, it has recently been demonstrated that the Irish possessed, and still employ, 
a series of scales or modes that are only quite distantly related to the Greek modes, 
and with a much greater variety of intervals. The obvious comment of the academy- 
nurtured musician is that they are ‘‘only singing out of tune,” but experience has 
proved that they have a scale system as delicately and elaborately constructed as the 
most fastidious modern artist could wish. So-called ‘‘ quarter tones ” are deliberately 
sung by the unlearned and despised peasant; and if any incredulous person thinks I am 
exaggerating let him go to Innismurry or the Aran Islands or Connemara or Donegal 
and if he can persuade a native to sing (generally a most difficult business) he can 
judge for himself; or as a further alternative let him compare the ease with which the 
natives of China sing intervals that are unknown (as yet) to the Queen’s Hall. 


Musical art is gradually releasing itself from the tyranny of the tempered 
scale. If composers find its restrictions too exacting—well and good; the manipula- 
tion of an untempered scale will be found possible as a matter of course. There is 
no reason why an arbitrarily fixed scale should stand in the way of the musical 
revolutionary. That it is merely arbitrary history shows clearly enough, and if we 
examine the work of the modern Frerich School, notably that of M. Claude Debussy, 
it will be seen that the tendency is to break the bonds of this old siave-driver and 
return to the freedom of primitive scales. 


Musical scholars, as well as political experts, are apt to forget that the history of 
Ireland is not the history of England. They forget that over a thousand years ago 
Ireland was the most highly educated country in Western Europe, and that even in 
her decadence she has retained some of this old knowledge and culture; and, as a 
consequence, her contemporary literature and folk-music still have qualities that are 
peculiar to her, and do not quickly respond to the influence of antipathetic forces. In 
recording her folk-music one is always meeting with this independence—I would 
almost say, isolation. Over and over again I have found it impossible to write down a 
tune that has been sung or played to me, for the simple reason that our modern 
spofation does Bot ale, os intervals. less pee a semitone. 





have Renita Jee the harmon treatment with any formal system of tee 
modes, for I feel that to do so is to pin one down to a period, to a date almost. The 
accompaniments are intended to represent improvisations rather than a defined and 
permanent harmonic code; each was written thus as it appealed to me at one particular 
moment. I should probably have quite a different scheme for each one to-morrow if I 


were to re-write them. 


HERBERT HvuGHEs. 
London, 1909. 


NOTE 


Gaelic—those entitled ‘“‘ My love, oh she is my love” and “I wish | had the 

shepherd’s lamb.” I give here part of the original poem of which Dr. Hyde 
has made a metrical translation in “The Love Songs of Connacht.” There are ten 
verses altogether, but I have only set five to the tune in this book. 


[: this volume there are only two poems that are translated from the original 


On SedRC ’54 OIULTUG sod 


Mo Sad, bn ’pi mo Fpdd 
Xn bean ip m6 bior ’5 am’ epivd, 
ip annpa 16 m’ Oésnam tinn 
Nd an besn 00 m’ Véanamh flan, 


‘Si mo rcop, 6n ’ri mo rrop, 
bean An poips udsitne map 4n por, 
besn nac §-cuippesd Ldm fé m’-ceann 
bean nac Luidfead Liom ap On. 


Mop mo Gap, 6n mon mo C4 
If ionspavd fad So beégam bsp, 
bean nacé DT1HHf40 TAOB LiOm 
V4ft MO thionn if i mo B40. » 


*S i mo man, 6n ’rpi mo man, 
bean 1p annra liom F401 ’n nEpérm, 
4n bean noc §5-cuippead opm dinn 
04 puldfinn Le na T4éb. 


"Si Do Cpdavdai5 mo ¢Cnoide 
d’p O' PAS GUIs Ofna am’ Ldn 
Muna OTOSTAn An T-OLc ro 6m’ Cpno1de 
Ni E10 mé SO 0e6 Flin. 


Dr. Hyde’s translation is in the metre of the original, only more regular. He 
gives it also literally as follows, including the verses | have left out: 


My love, oh! she is my love, The woman who is most for destroying me; Dearer is she 
from making me ill Than the woman who would be making me well. She is my treasure, Oh, 
she is my treasure, The woman of the grey (?) eye (she) like the rose, A woman who would not 
place a hand beneath my head, A woman who would not be with me for gold. She is my 
affection, Oh! she is my affection, The woman who left no strength in me; A woman who 
would not breathe a sigh after me, A woman who would not raise a stone at my tomb. She is 
my secret love, Oh! she is my secret love, A woman who tells us (i.e, me) nothing; A woman 


5 


who would not breathe a sigh after me, A woman who would not (for me) shed tears. She is 
my shape, Oh, she is my shape, A woman who does not remember me to be out, A woman 
who would not cry at the hour of my death, It is she ruined my heart to its middle. Great my 
case, Oh! great my case, It is a wonder how long it is till I find death. A woman who would 
not give me trust, By my oath she is my love! She is my choice, Oh! she is my choice, The 
woman who would not look back at me, The woman who would not make peace with me, And 
who is ever full of hate. Great my grief, Oh! great my grief, At the great disrespect The 
woman has (working) for my destroying. ’Tis she spoiled me of my life. She is my desire, Oh! 
she is my desire; A woman dearest to me under the sun, The woman who would not pay me 
heed, If I were to sit by her side. It is she ruined my heart, And left a sigh for ever in me. 
Unless this evil be raised off my heart, 1 shall not be well for ever. 


In reference to the phrase “ She is my shape,” Dr. Hyde gives a note in which 
he suggests that the word cpu, which he has translated as “‘ shape,” may have been 
intended for cpot, meaning riches or cattle. He goes on to say that an old meaning 
of cput is destruction, which would make best sense if it were not too obsolete. 
The poet may have meant to say “She is my riches.”” The word generally means 
“shape,” which seems to make no sense here, unless, perhaps, like the Latin “forma” 
and “‘ formosus,” it is used in the sense of beauty. ® 


The other song, “1 wish I had the shepherd’s lamb,” is pretty well known all 
over Ireland, both in Irish and English. The late George Petrie took down two 
verses from a peasant in the county of Clare, and Dr. Joyce, whose version I have 
set to the music, has 2dded one stanza (the second) to those given by Dr. Petrie. 


Ap tThuas 54n peacta’n mao aszum 

Or Tuas 54n peata’n maoin asum 

Oy THUas Fan pesta’n mhaoip agum 

’Sna caoine beasa BANA, 
Chorus 

Ip 6 Soipim, Som Ca 
ip 5r4d mo Cpoide san Cetts tO 
ip 6 Sonim, Sonim to 
'S TH peata Deas LO hdTop. 


Srp cpuss san maoilin 64n asum 

Or truss 54n msoitin bin assum 

Op Tpuss S4n masoilin bin asum 
dp péitce 6 mo $40 Seat. 


Op tpuas San bd6lacc bainne asum 

Or truss san bdlact dainne agum 

Op tTpuss Han BOLace bainne asum 
4p Caitin o na mdtaip, 


Dr. Joyce gives the following translation of the chorus: 


And oh! I hail thee, I hail thee 
And the love of my heart without deceit thou art, 
And oh! I hail thee, J hail thee, 
And thou. art the liutle pet of thy mother. 
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COUNTY DERRY. 


The verdant braes of Skreen. 


From an old Ballad. 
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Reynardine. 
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Donegal version. 


Fragment of Utster Ballad... 
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In the locality where I obtained this fragment Reynardine is known as the name of a faery that 


changes into the shape of a fox.-Ed. 
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The next market day. 


ULSTER MELODY. 


Fragment of Tyrone Ballad, adapted. 


Allegro vivace. 
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The Little Rose of Gartan. 


COUNTY DONEGAL. 


Words by 
SEOSAMH MacCATHMHAOIL. 
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A Ballynure Ballad. 


COUNTY ANTRIM. 


Fragment of an old Ballad. 
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Maids of Mourne Shore: 


“The 
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Down by the Sally Gardens. 


Words by 
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(A ballad of a horse-race.) 
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40 








TT Aes [iw I 
lee ii ail 
Ih a A am Fat ee | 
INT : Mee i il 
Ne gy Hi) 22 
I Mme Wee Wh 
n n 
i 5° u am TH =m : 
ii ee eae ll 
‘ oo ' 5 j oo aw 
ee ie Hill) 2 2 I 
1 Rye \ ie 
wl ace ll B+ ! Ty + 4 a oun 
i the mesa it 





[erm te PEL 
Brees 
pemen:) 

her inwitha 


mare, 
my boy,.... 


-————— 
When 
They 
ae ee as) 
Wf 
TSS NSD 
Saas e 
a 
don't 


ber last, 
its back 





bon. ny wee din 
hold 

aeeaies eae 
SSR MSeeT EAE 


ie ee enon 
ton 
on 
i! 
ee ee 
Be & De DP ear BSS 


bon. ny wee 





“5 
3 
Ss 

4 
th 
8 
> 
~ 

<= 

> 
) 
= 
~ 
~ 
‘S) 

‘~~ 
& 

~~ 
Cy 
2 

i 











Ih 
aT a 
an lil I 





mar = 
glass 


a 
a 
bein’ on theeighth of Oc ~ 
) this wee boy. got 
[etmer nese 
fazer 4 jp} —— 
7 1g 7 
awaaeian nial Goel eee 
CEES 0 PERS OS VSAM 
pees fen) 
kets past, Id a 
of sack, Say-ing “Come, 
SL OS Te OR EE ES ES SE EE TA 
fined ey coca 
7 
: SOT ass Np 
a se 
13d RIS Seas EE PT | 
A 
But 
oe et eee) 
An cekaraa ae CEAGIRTBOSS Ul WASSER TSR Ms SOOT 
SE CRE TR eae SEERA \ 


=<—— ~)  Sleteteleannemsemmendiehateaed ~ q 
i s Mend tt 
© “\ 1 ie is {] SD a on 
al «A ot] 4 =e fg Bt Cay ch id q I id chi 
S 5 IY so AN bai ie sab ve aN 


Sn a See a a 


H.Gi1f. 


41 


Cod ces Qe 


fi tid_dy_i 


fi tid_dy_i 


, 
1a 


fare laiay sal 








fasiia. la 


idea yitri itid dy. ri 
tidtdy ri wtidudy., ri 























1 3.1. Oe: kes 
A a) 3 2 p> Ht, 5-2 csr Te] Tas 
m2 ate ah ft 
HN en er i AINe 
ens a ; Heer 
re a3 SO oe 
C4 o 3 ~ A) 28 : ? #il f 
Halll a Ir 4 
= 5 at | at i} iat 
S) I io 
ei i | say 
| fie at a oe & . : 
“be yo 
ee ity = I il ie 


eee SES 
Here's 
UNA 


(3.) 





RT Ee a ees TE 
(2.) When 
The 
(4.) 
ee eere 
Bia 
a ae 
i! 
a 
ae 
she 
mare would win 





























g I 
Le] r+ 
Ms i, 8 | Ps 
an ll BB fuss gg 
iS Hal] B 2 [ : 
Mes ie 
{ ell & 2 eae 
Alii Ti = LH i ge 
s 1 
| Es Se 
ho Ml 23 = Int ° 
s 5 a ; . Fe d 
= SB ri 
il cdl TEESE 3 lh g 
“ MH oS 
a ° HN) 3 
32 ih ms 
ri} Oo o @o 
AN epee ye fe Se 
em| ~~ 
+ 
* nD : 
RY | o 2 | a 
g MS 
a ae 
cha! tia} AK fh, ay i 
ul ul! al i i i 
Neg NB gs ep : 
TH THe BN TH TN> GN mass 





H.6116. 





15 
4 
1 
ee 
iif 
a 
pe -- 5 
-}—| 
a, 
My 


ii 
a | 
) 
il aes (h 
Al 
ity} ith 
| ri | 
nahi 
i eule HL 
Ei wh 
| ‘i 
| 
i Ih 


tT 

Ne il 2 ae 2 
H Alii) 6S 
ih ai fi Is 

< ll 
nl Au} LL ull 
ee i h 
aii! Th Et att Je t tif aps 

SY Le 


has? [tie ie tN 


ri tid_dy ri 


tid.dy ri tid_dy ri. 
ter smile and say 


tid . dy 


my 


ot 
= 
> 
3 
2 
tal 
— 


Tg 
Ls 
[sg 
E=-§ 
- 


live 
purty Bes.sie, Wi’ my 


\ Diosbe sraeareaeanesseris ga cS 
comer ~ SG REDnenGaaecieiearec ae Picaeaeaeeaa 
GGG NS es ea en ee ee 
] 
ime 
oe 
s— Poe] 
» Haad 
7 a 
1 SRE SS b = 
SR) | DEE ORE Lar me 
yt 
— 
(5.) The next three milesthat we rode on, 
i 
oi SET 
7 7 
em See haa, 
So" Le aoe AEC 
be- hind,Which makes her mas - 


ye, 
wes 
ny 


[Ss Ueteeee Freel 
a 
la 
la 


1 
fi tid_dy-i 
fi tid.dy_i 


4 
eer 


ty pounds on the 
Ld 
26 
she lie 


fa’ lav ita 
fa la la 


fifre 
Rey Game 
yd 


bonny wee din 





H.6116. 


4g 


6116. 


H. 


a bake ilies mT . 
: TTT G a = 
: ft Ne i 
oa ae 
5 ih a il 2 
eis iil is tea : 
(= A od ! © . ] 5 
: AL = | [|| lh 
ro) Ne da} 
| eh 
: HH Hob 
a fh = lil “ 
Tt ii IW 
ie il 
pl, 3 ill . i i 
th ‘ Hl og i 
+t 
it : 
4a be Hf | os 
ithe a) a : 
rT c ny a { 
+e 
ii a 4 || 
i? = 
o 
ri > 2 
Ht = Iie 
4B ie 
Ho i 
4B oO 





=a 
Cmca 
the day, Wi my 


I 
very last mile... 






ill aa - 
Leg | bal bol 
ial! ud? iui! ' q 
=. S chy q o} ch 4 3 2. wy) 
a = || . | . " p 
bud hed aad 





44 














H w 
H o 
! 50 
i FS ' 
> 5 
: nod iS 
; Me) 
on ort 5 
ies! Hw 
= by 4 , db ee 
> Fe = 
ro at | | as ao 
Sey 
> + = 
E | a 
Le} io 
BS on 
5 = J 
{| ¢ 
o as] 
a M 
o 
a 
~ 











bay 





y 























Sreraesaa 
ERR 
(fe 
dee. 


the live 1 
i ¢ 


ee Se Se 
i 2a Se er er 
BEI See Sy 

has won 

















now thiswee din 











a 
Zee} 
fi tid-dy-i 





caused those sportsmento change their mind 





way And left 


(7) Its 


a. 








ral 
a 
faelan taela 























= 
raced 



























































6116. 


H. 





ve . ry day 


this place,She has won as much money this 


in 








cide one seg mn Speer 
Me et tt 1 ila 
eee il in 
eet 7 ty 
E z it 4 : ly hi 
hee EL 3 
TP Ss i : qty 
f= it [se Alp 
iH > 6 TT 1 i 
me we | 
aa Es | 
He |e | ll 
3 
Nea il 
i 
tH ep | 
fit) 3 i | 
te aes jucceeemaes 


BAS Meee 
rs EE 
> ae 

y dee 


a 
help her master to 
an 
sa 
fi diddy_i 


Beara 
1 


fa la la la 


eee ee een: 


< 
faci} 


al i 

tr’ ; 
ll i 
(ii i sy 
al 
Lo 
pl ul! 


THY Nee __GN MY 


bud 







H. 6116. 


She moved thro’ the fair. 


PADRAIC COLUM. 
Adapted from an old ballad. 


COUNTY DONEGAL. 


Andante con moto. 
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The Fanaid Grove. 


COUNTY DONEGAL. 


Old Ballad 
Adapted by the Editor. 


Andante espressivo. 
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The Lovers Curse. 


COUNTY DONEGAL. 


Old Ballad 
Adapted by the Editor. 


_ Andante maestoso. 
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I wish I had the shepherds lamb. 


The Glens of Antrim. 
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The Gartan Mother’ Lullaby. 
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CONTRALTO SONGS, Vol. I.* 


SACRED SONGS, Tenor. 
CONTRALTO SONGS, Vol. II.* SACRED SONGS Se 
TENOR SONGS.* , 


BARITONE SONGS, Vol. I.* GERMAN FOLK-SONGS.t+ 
BARITONE SONGS, Vol. II.* TSCHAIKOWSKY’S SONGS.+ 


* In these eleven volumes, the Songs by French, Italian and other foreign Composers have the original 
words in addition to the English translations. t With English words only. 


ENGLISH TRADITIONAL SONGS AND CAROLS. 
Collected and Edited with annotations and pianoforte accompaniments by 
Lucy E. Broapwoop. Price 6/- net ; also in cloth, gilt edges, 9/- net ; Edition 
with words and voice parts only (in Old Notation and Tonic Sol-fa), 1/6 net. 

SONGS OF BRITAIN. 
One hundred British and Irish National Songs, selected and edited by FRANK 
Krpson and MarTIN SHAw. Vocal Score, price 6/- net ; Edition with words and 
voice parts only, price 1/6 net. 

ELIZABETHAN LOVE SONGS. (Sets I. and II.) 
Edited and arranged, with pianoforte accompaniments, composed, or adapted 
from the Lute tablature, by FREDERICK KEEL. Price of each Set 6/- net, paper 
cover ; 9/- net, limp cover, gilt edges. (Two Editions of each Set for Low and 
High voices). 

THE NEW NATIONAL SONG BOOK, VOLUME I. 
A complete collection of the Folk Songs, Carols and Rounds, suggested by the 
Board of Education for the use of schools, edited and arranged by CHARLES 
VILLIERS STANFORD and GEOFFREY SHAW. 


Vocal Score, paper cover 7/6 net. limp, gilt 10/- Irish Songs _ 8d. net Welsh Songs 84. net 
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THE NATIONAL SONG BOOK: VOLUME II. 


Thirty Old English Songs (for Unison Singing). Edited by Harotp Bouton 
and ARTHUR SOMERVELL. Vocal Score 4/6 net. Voice Part 1 /6 net, paper 
cover. 
A GOLDEN TREASURY OF SONG. Four Volumes. 
Price of each Volume, paper cover, 6/- net ; limp, gilt, 9/- net. 
Volumes I. and II. Collections of Gems, all within moderate compass. 
Volume III. Selected Duets and Part-Songs for Female Voices. 
Volume IV. Collection of Part-Songs for Male Voices 


Edition with Voice parts and Words only (in O.N. and Sol-fa) of Vol. I., price 1/- net, paper 
cover; 1/9 net, cloth. 


YOUTH’S GOLDEN TREASURY OF SONG. 


A specially selected collection of Songs for the Young. Price 6/- net, paper cover ; 
Bs net, limp. Edition with voice parts and words only (in Old Notation and 
onic Sol-fa), price 1/6 net, paper cover ; 2/- net, cloth. 

LIST OF CONTENTS ON APPLICATION 


BOOSEY & CO., LTD. 
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VOLUMES OF IRISH SONGS AND TRADITIONAL AIRS. 
THE IRISH MELODIES OF THOMAS MOORE 


The Original Airs restored and arranged for the Voice, with Pianoforte Accompaniments, by 
CHARLES VILLIERS STANFORD. 
PRICE 10/-, PAPER COVER. 


The following three Songs from this Collection may be had teat Price 2/- each net. 
DRINK TO HER. Sung by Me. Plunket Greene. OH ! DEAD. Sung by Mr. Plunket Greene. 
QUICK! WE BUT A SECOND. A flat and B flat. Sung by Mr. Plunket Greene. 





SONGS OF OLD IRELAND 
A Collection of FIFTY IRISH MELODIES 
“the Words by The Music arranged by 
ALFRED PERCEVAL GRAVES. CHARLES VILLIERS STANFORD. 
PRICE 7/6 PAPER COVER; 10'6 CLOTH GILT. 
Fo: Separate Songs from the above Collection, see Special List. 


SONGS OF ERIN - 
A Collection of FIFTY IRISH FOLK-SONGS 
" ' The Words by The Music arranged by 
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ALFRED PERCEVAL GRAVES. CHARLES WOOD. 
PRICE 6/-, PAPER COVER. 
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HAROLD BOULTON. DOUGLAS HYDE. 
The Music arranged by 
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PRICE 5- NET. 
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OLD IRISH MELODIES 
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The Words by Music edited and arranged by 
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Edited by J. L. HATTON and J. L. MOLLOY. 
PRICE s/-, PAPER COVER; 8/. CLOTH GILT. 
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Epitep By J. PITTMAN. Songs from the Operas. 2 
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Schumann’s Songs. (75). Words. 
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Rubinstein’s Songs. (59). Humorous Songs. (72). 
With German and English Words. New and en- Enitep sy J. L. HATTON. 
larged edition. ; New and Popular Social Songs by Offenbach, 
Rubinstein's Duets. (18). Lecocq, Sullivan, Hatton, H. J. Byron, Hood, 
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Handel’s Opera Songs. (52). Epitep BY RANDEGGER. 
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DOUBLE VOLUMES 
THE ROYAL OPERATIC ALBUMS 


Price 10s. each, paper covers; 15s, cloth, gilt edges. 


The most comprehensive collection of Dramatic Music ever published, containing 193 Celebrated Song 
Scenas, etc., from renowned Operas, including several hitherto unknown in England, , 

All the songs, etc., have Italian and English Words, and are published in the original keys, without 
alteration. : 
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Cork Leg,’ and the words of most are to be found on broadsheets. Never- 


| N this volume all the tunes are traditional, with the possible exception of ‘‘ The 
theless, I feel some explanation of the contents is necessary. 


It is not pretended that the ballads or the tunes are now published for the first time. 
At least half of them, in one form or another, have appeared before, if not actually in 
the version given here; but the greater number will be new to those living outside the 
comparatively small circle of people who know much of Irish folk music. It may be 
that the lovely tunes of ‘Norah O’Neale,” “The Light of the Moon,” and ‘‘Cruckhaun 
Finn,” are new even tothat charmedcircle. For each of those three tunes, as well as “‘A 
good roarin’ fire,” and the superb version of ‘‘ The Lowlands of Holland,” I am indebted to 
my old nurse, Ellen Boylan, who has lived in my father’s house for thirty-five years ; 
from her, also, I learned ‘“‘The Next Market Day,” ‘(I know where I’m going,” 
“A Ballynure Ballad,’ and “ Must I go bound?” which appeared in the first volume. 


As far as possible the words of the ballads are given here precisely as they were 
recorded. Where I have made any slight adaptation I have done so for reasons set 
forth in the preface to the first volume, which reasons are surely justified in a book of 
this kind. 


It requires the eloquence of no professional essayist to point out the deep human 
teeling, the simple pathos, the wise humour of some of these ballads, for their wonderful 
qualities are self-evident. Most ballads are human (if not historical) documents, and 
the story told so straightforwardly in ‘‘Skibbereen,” for example, certainly falls into 
that category. Curiously enough in outline and in one or two details it resembles an 
actual incident recorded by a friend of mine in Kerry less than forty years ago, though 
there could be no connection between the two stories. Of the fragment “Da 
Luain, da mairt” there is a legend to the effect that once upon a time a poor old hunchback 
overheard the faeries singing inside a rath in some lonely part of Ireland. The phrase 
he heard was simply that of ‘Da Luain, da mairt; da Luain, da mairt” repeated 
many times. Being something of an artist after the manner of Hans Sachs, and 
dissatisfied with the incompleteness of the melody, he added—very softly to himself— 
‘agus da Caideen” in the form I have given here. The faeries, being quick of hearing 
and naturally good musical critics, were delighted and promptly removed his hump. 
There are variants of this tale to be read in old books, and I have a dim recollection of 
an ancient Beckmesser who so distorted the phrasing of the little song that he received 
one or two humps as punishment for his jealousy of our Hans Sachs. 


“’The Bonny Bunch of Roses” is a curious relic of the allegorical style of ballad. 
The version printed here comes from Dungannon in the County of Tyrone—a difficult song 
to sing, but very characteristic; it is best sung without any breakin rhythm. England, 
of course, is the ‘“‘ Bonny Bunch of Roses,” and the ballad itself is of English origin. 


HERBERT HUGHES. 
Chelsea, February, 1915. 


BREFAGE (ON Oumar 


EVERAL thousand traditional tunes have been recorded in Ireland and 
published to the world. They are to be found on the shelves of antiquaries, 
in elusive books long out of print, or circulating in modern form among 

scholars, expert folklorists, and a small crowd of musical amateurs. Of these tunes 
comparatively few are familiar to civilized musicians out of Ireland. The greater 
number are dance tunes, many of which are but variants of one another and, of 
course, utterly unvocal; broadly speaking, apart from the association of the dance 
itself, they are quite unimportant as music. Of the melodies not connected with the 
dance, however, many of those already published are of the rarest beauty and 
distinction, with more variety of mood than can be found in any other folk-music 
in Europe. Unfortunately in Ireland, where an alien language has been thrust upon 
the people, under severe penalty at all times, the original Gaelic words that were 
sung to these melodies are, in the majority of cases, lost and forgotten. Even in 
the beurla, however, the old Gaelic idiom penetrated through the verse of the ballad 
writers, and here and there one may come across a song that has a few lines of a 
quaint, remote beauty not found in those that have been written under a more 
immediate foreign influence. In such a verse as this: 


O, I would climb a high, high tree 

And rob a wild bird’s nest, 

And back I’d bring whatever I do find 

To the arms that I love best, 

—She said, 
To the arms that I love best, 
or this: 

There’s not a gown will go on my back, or a comb will go in my hair, 
And neither flame nor candle light shine in my chamber fair; 
Nor will I wed with any young man until the day I die, 
Since the lowlands of Holland are between my love and me, 


one comes in touch with the Gaelic imagination expressing itself strongly, although 
in a foreign tongue. 


But it is in Irish that the poems of real value were wedded to music, for in 
writing in Irish the ballad-writers were using a language that had served literature 
for centuries before England had escaped from the barbarism of the Middle Ages ; 
and it is a thousand pities that Petrie, whose complete collection of Irish music was 
published a few years ago, was not able to obtain the words to which, even in his 
time, many of his melodies must have been sung. One unfortunate result has been 
that many very beautiful airs have been set by modern versifiers to words (in English) 
of appalling banality. Indeed, I know instances where good ballads have been rejected 


in favour of some polite sentiment about willow trees and weeping maidens; and, 
what is infinitely worse, instances of songs being ‘‘improved” without due acknow- 
ledgment of their traditional anonymity. 


Except where otherwise stated, all the songs in this volume may be considered 
traditional. As far as I could I have avoided editing these rather fragmentary 
ballads; they are, I think, far better in their crude, unpolished state than they would 
be were I to have set myself the task of finding rimes for unrimed verses, or of 
rendering some impudent thought into reputable language. Occasionally, however, 
I have thought it necessary to omit some verses of a song altogether, and this 
because the song had been of undue length and several of the verses superfluous. 
In “ The Fanad Grove,” for instance, I pieced two incomplete verses together and 
supplied a missing line of another, and the simple story is told in three verses 
instead of the original five or six. This is not a volume for antiquaries and other 
experts; but to all whom it may concern I offer this explanation of what I mean by 
adapting or editing. 


There are so many tunes, and variants of tunes, to be found in collections of 
Irish music, that I have not thought it worth while to compare those in this book 
for the purpose of identification and possible relationship. — They may stand as they 
are quite well, I think, without further credentials; and I might add that while all 
of these melodies have been gathered in Ireland, I do not claim that they, or their 
“traditional? words, are of necessity indigenous to Ireland. Some have very 
doubtful ancestry, and may have emanated from Scotland, or from the border, or 
from purely English sources. To-day, however, they have so far entered into the 
consciousness of the people who sing them, that I am content to let them pass as 
Irish. It has been the most notable achievement of the Irish nation that it has, 
consistently throughout ten centuries, imposed the quality of its mind upon every- 
thing that has tried to usurp its life and “educate” its feeling; and it takes a 
comparatively short space of time for an imported song to receive the impress of 
local idiom and characteristic so strongly as to deceive the unwary collector into 
believing he has alighted on some native and unfamiliar melody. The constant 
migration between England and Scotland and Ireland during the harvesting season 
accounts in a very large measure for the continuous importation and exportation of 
country ballads. In the West Country, for example, many Irish songs have taken 
root, and only recently “Brennan on the Moor” was published in an English 
collection—an Irish Ballad that has been familiar in every farm kitchen from 
Dunluce to Skibbereen for generations. 


It is the fashion among many expert musicians in England to label certain folk 
tunes as belonging to established Greek modes, such as the Dorian, for example, or 
the Phrygian; and a tune’s right to be considered of some antiquity is thereby 
decided. It may be the case that the Sussex peasant sings his bacchanalian ballads 
to some formulated ecclesiastical system of musical scales, but it has never been 
proved (although frequently insinuated) that these modes were ever sung by the 
peasantry in Ireland; and ecclesiastical Plain Song has never had sufficient vogue or 


influence to affect the daily life of the people so much that they would, even uncon- 
sciously, imitate the manner of church chants in their secular music. On the 
contrary, it has recently been demonstrated that the Irish possessed, and still employ, 
a series of scales or modes that are only quite distantly related to the Greek modes, 
and with a much greater variety of intervals. The obvious comment of the academy- 
nurtured musician is that they are ‘‘only singing out of tune,” but experience has 
proved that they have a scale system as delicately and elaborately constructed as the 
most fastidious modern artist could wish. So-called ‘‘ quarter tones ” are deliberately 
sung by the unlearned and despised peasant; and if any incredulous person thinks I am 
exaggerating let him go to Innismurry or the Aran Islands or Connemara or Donegal 
and if he can persuade a native to sing (generally a most difficult business) he can 
judge for himself; or as a further alternative let him compare the ease with which the 
natives of China sing intervals that are unknown (as yet) to the Queen’s Hall. 


Musical art is gradually releasing itself from the tyranny of the tempered 
scale. If composers find its restrictions too exacting—well and good; the manipula- 
tion of an untempered scale will be found possible as a matter of course. There is 
no reason why an arbitrarily fixed scale should stand in the way of the musical 
revolutionary. That it is merely arbitrary history shows clearly enough, and if we 
examine the work of the modern French School, notably that of M. Claude Debussy, 
it will be seen that the tendency is to break the bonds of this old slave-driver and 
return to the freedom of primitive scales. 


Musical scholars, as well as political experts, are apt to forget that the history of 
Ireland is not the history of England. They forget that over a thousand years ago 
Ireland was the most highly educated country in Western Europe, and that even in 
her decadence she has retained some of this old knowledge and culture; and, as a 
consequence, her contemporary literature and folk-music still have qualities that are 
peculiar to her, and do not quickly respond to the influence of antipathetic forces. In 
recording her folk-music one is always meeting with this independence—I would 
almost say, isolation. Over and over again I have found it impossible to write down a 
tune that has been sung or played to me, for the simple reason that our modern 
notation does not allow for intervals less than a semitone. 


This volume, therefore, includes merely those melodies that approximate to 
our modern tempered scale, and, in the case of those I have collected myself, exactly 
as they were sung or played, I have written accompaniments for them, but | 
have avoided identifying the harmonic treatment with any formal system of alleged 
modes, for I feel that to do so is to pin one down to a period, to a date almost. The 
accompaniments are intended to represent improvisations rather than a defined and 
permanent harmonic code; each was written thus as it appealed to me at one particular 
moment. I should probably have quite a different scheme for each one to-morrow if ] 
were to re-write them. 

HERBERT HUuGHEs. 

London, 1909. 
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Dobbin’s Flowery Vale. 
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The County of Mayo. 
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The Dark-haired Girl. 


COUNTY DUBLIN. 
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ip ECHOES OF ERIN. 
_ Twelve Irish Songs, Irish translation by Douglas Hyde. 
The Words by The Music arranged by 


HAROLD BOULTON. NORMAN O'NEILL. 
PRICE 5/- PAPER COVER. hy 







THE IRISH MELODIES OF THOMAS MOORE. 


The Original Airs Restored and arranged for the Voice, with Pianoforte Accompaniments by | 
CHARLES VILLIERS STANFORD. 
PRICE 10/- PAPER COVER. 





SONGS OF OLD IRELAND. 
; A Collection of FIFTY IRISH MELODIES. 
The Words by The Music arranged by 
ALFRED PERCEVAL GRAVES. CHARLES VILLIERS STANFORD. 
PRICE 7/6 PAPER COVER; 10/6 CLOTH GILT. 


SONGS OF ERIN. 
A Collection of FIFTY tRISH FOLK-SONGS. 
The Wards by The Music arranged by 
ALFRED PERCEVAL GRAVES. CHARLES VILLIERS STANFORD. 
PRICE 10/- PAPER COVER. 
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IRISH FOLK - SONGS. 
A Caliection of Twenty-five Old Irish Melodies, hitherto comparatively unknown. 
The Words by : The Airs arranged by 
ALFRED PERCEVAL GRAVES. CHARLES WOOD. 
PRICE 6/- PAPER COVER. 


IRISH COUNTRY: SONGS (Two Vols). 


Edited, Arranged, and for the most. part Collected by 
HERBERT HUGHES. 
PRICE 6/- EACH VOLUME, PAPER COVER. 


IRELAND'S SONGS. 


A Collection of Sixty-one Standard and Popular Irish Songs. 
PRICE 4/- PAPER COVER. 


THE SONGS OF IRELAND. (The Reval Edition). 


Comprising the mast favourtte of MOORE'S IRISH MELODIES and a large collection of 
OLD SONGS AND BALLADS, 
Edited by J. L.HATTON and J. L. MOLLOY. 
PRICE 5/- PAPER COVER; 8/- CLOTH GILT. 


Fuli list of Contents of the above Volumes sent on application. 


The Complete Collection of ; 
ANCIENT IRISH MUSIC. OLD IRISH CROONAUNS 


In Simple Melodic Form AND OTHER TUNES, 


as noted hy 


GEORGE PETRIE, tL. D., R.H.A. (1789-1866, inSimpie Melodic form, 
Edited, from the Original Manuscripts, by Re-collected and collected by 
CHARLES VILLIERS STANFORD. Miss HONORIA GALWE Yy 
Inthree parts, 7/6 each, Edition de Luxe, 10/6 each; comprising 
67, in one Volume, cloth, 22/6 or 31/6. Jigs, Reels, Dances, Songs and Ballads. 
> Published for the Irish Literary Society of London. PRICE 4/- PAPER COVER. 





BOOSEY & C92 Lta. 295 Regent Street, London, W. I. 
and Steinway Hall, 111-113 West 57th Street, New York. 








Bath (Hubert)— 
THeex Inpin Sones, 
Biand (Helena M.)-- 
Four Sones oy Famyranp. Two Batons 
for medium and high voice ... A 
Sones or tHe Cornish Coast... 
Cadman (Chas. Wakefield) — 
Yous, American Inptan Sones, 
tions, for high and low voice 
Coates (Eric)-— 
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for high aud low voice 
Coleridge-Taylor (S.)— 
Five Farry Bantaps. High or low voice 
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Two Books each 


Tarsr BantronE Sones sid Ses is 
Goetz (Alma) — 
Focn Sonas from ‘Une Garoen or 
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Editions, for Ligh and low voice each 
Six Songs or [neeanw ... a ae vay 
fiead (Michael)-— 
Oven tue Rim or tHe Moon ... ie ays 
Hughes (Herbert)— 
Intse Counrry Sones. 2 Vols, . each | 
Ruymus. Newly set to ees Vols, each 
Sones From Connacat A seid vast 
Keel (Frederick)-— 
Buizaperean Love Sones. ‘Two Vols, exch 


(Also lirap gilt, 98.; for high or low voice). 
Terex Savt-Water Baniaps (let set) 
Four Saut-Watszr Bauuaps (2nd set) 
Yares Op EnaursH Lyrics .., 
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Paper Boards 


Do. Do. Senxcrion From Vou, |, 
for iow or high voice ... 
Do. Do, Seiection From Vou. 2, 
for high and low voice... 
Sea Taneur eae abe Nae ae ye 
Lehmann (Liza)— 
Brrp Sexes, Mediom or high voice 
Tas Darsy CHAIN. (8.A.T.B.) .0 yi 
Moxr Datsres, (8.4.7.8, ) si ee ‘ 


Tae Lire or a Ross. High or Medium 

Needham (Alice A.)— 
VYwetve Husa Sones. 

Oliver (Herbert)— 
Sones or «a VIVANDIERRE. 


Paper, 10s,; cloth, 


Three Editions, 


for high, medium, and low voice .., each 
Quilter (Rozer)— 
Turns SaaxusPzark Sones (1st set). High, 


medium, and low voice each 
Fivm Swaxesrrare Sones (2nd set). Low 
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Four Sones (Opus 14). High or low voice... 
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for high and low voice... mn 
To Jou. Low or high voice ane aes 
Soves or Sorrow, Lowor high voice  ... 


each 


: Sanderson (Wilfrid)— 
A Cornise Haun. Set of Five Songs 
Noorvanns. Low or medium voice ...— 
| Shaw (Martinj)— y 
| Sones or Brera. 100 National Songs 
Somervell (Arthur)-—- 
dJamus Lus’s Wire. For Contralto ... Nes 


Wrisa Mezopms. Part I. High cr low 
Do. Partii. ... aes 
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Do. as ‘l'rios for Female Vv oioss Sek 
in Old Notation and Tonic Sol-fa). 
A Snsorsumer Lap. Sang Cycle 


Stanford (C. Viiliers)— 
Moorr’s Inish Mrucpins 


Sones or Qin Ipepanp, Paper "Wa, 6d. : cloth 
| Soxes ov Ears. Fifty irish Folk Songs 


an Isresu Ipvun. High or low voice... 
, Sones or rae Sea, Vocal Score A 
| Chorus part, Male Voices or 8.A.T.B., la: 
} each ; O.N, or Tonic. 
Trevaisa (Joan)—. 
| Purser Pan Sone Crcur 
Whishaw (Fred J.)— 
Kuseran Sones, Three Volumes ... 
Willeby (Charies}— 
Bow Bers 
Williams (R. Vaughan)— 
Sonas or I'naven. Parts I. and If,... 
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Wilson (H. Lane)— 


Fuora’s Honiway... is ast sie 
Oupv ExeusH Mxnopirs. (Arranged) 


Woodforde-Finden (Amy)— 
Tar Myrties or Damascus. 
T'wo Editions, for high and low voice, each 
A Dream or Heyer. High or low voice 
Aviza. Three Oriental Songs 
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A Lover ix Damascus. High or low voice 
On duexum River. High or low voice 
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low voice nibs eae 
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Yo tHn His... 
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Tuish Fonz Songs. 
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